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Summary

The Chief Executive of HKSAR has pledged in his manifesto to build harmonious family
relationships, ensure social and economic participation of vulnerable groups, and advance social
development. While committing himself to poverty alleviation, and improving welfare planning and
subvention system, he has also recognized the role of social welfare in giving support to the
underprivileged and facilitating social development.

Social care, social integration and social investment are key functions of social welfare, which
provides basic care and social protection for those in need, and at the same time encourages mutual
acceptance, social integration and cross-sectors / communities collaboration. Social Welfare is a
social investment in social development, human and social capital, and is essential for a stable
society.

Lack of long-term planning in social welfare and social development has resulted in the
deterioration of social problems People expect the new Government to formulate long term social
and economic policies so as to ensure that the grassroots enjoy basic care and development
opportunities. The following are key recommendations of HKCSS:

Long and medium term planning of social welfare

1. Long term planning — to set up a specialized committee to formulate long term social welfare
strategies, services blueprint and targets, and to plan ahead for manpower supply, training and
the provision of welfare premises.

2. Medium term planning — to formulate 5 year service plan for major services with regular review,
starting with an elderly programme plan in 2013-14.

Poverty alleviation strategy

3. To improve the CSSA scheme and examine the possibility of launching a low income supplement
scheme. The future Commission on Poverty should formulate poverty alleviation measures and
targets, and motivate community participation in poverty prevention, reduction and alleviation.

Pension reform
4. To consult the public on different options of pension reform, including the development of a
comprehensive public pension system and the revamp of the MPF scheme.

Preparation for population ageing
5. To provide support to 18 districts in adopting the bottom-up age-friendly society approach
proposed by the World Health Organization.

Family friendly environment
6. To set up a family impact assessment system for evaluating the impact of public policies on
families. The Family Council should implement and promote the system.
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