THE HONG KONG COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE

Core Business 2: Service Development and Liaison

Progress Report (March - May 2002)
(1) District Planning

A Seminar on Concerted Efforts in District Planning was organized on 26 March 2002 to facilitate experience sharing and mobilize concerted efforts of NGOs in the formulating of effective district planning strategies.  5 focus group meetings would be organized in late May and early June to discuss how NGOs can proactively contribute to the development of an effective district planning mechanism.

(2) Advocacy for a Non-Violent Society

Following a joint declaration on a non-violent society published in Ming Pao and Singtao Daily on March 25, 2002, the message was further promoted via M channel on New First Bus.  Further public education would be conducted via publishing the message on bill statement of Wing Lung Bank, Town Gas and Hong Kong Electric Co., and poster in MTR stations in coming months. 

Information kit on handling family violence would be compiled and distributed to concerned member agencies for reference. 

A seminar on promoting multi-disciplinary collaboration in handling family violence was conducted on May 15, 2002 with around 250 participants.  The Council would follow up the issues raised in the seminar with the NGOs and the Government.
(3) Audit Commission’s Report on Residential Care Homes for the Elderly

A paper was submitted to the Legco Public Accounts Committee in response to the Audit Commission’s Report on Residential Care Homes for the Elderly published on April 24, 2002. Issues discussed include the phasing out of Home for the Aged, provision of care-and-attention places, unit cost for different levels of care, tendering for new and existing services, direct subsidies to the elderly and etc.  We were informed that the Council’s paper would be attached to the Committee’s final report to Legco.  The Specialized Committee an Elderly Service will continue to work on this issue, including an acceptable unit cost for residential home and the implications of transferring infirmary care to nursing homes.

(4) Revamping of Community Support Service for the Elderly

A meeting was held with the SWD to discuss the revamping of Community Support Services. Initial views were shared and exchanged.  Further consultation with member agencies would be held on 28 May 2002.  Such revamping exercise would also address the possibility of the Community Chest’s cessation of donations for Multi-service Centre for Elderly (ME) and the Social Centre for the Elderly (SE).

(Progress Update: The Council had consolidated agencies’ users and forwarded a proposal to the Elderly Commission and the SWD in June)

(5) Support for Vulnerable Elders

The Council was invited to the LegCo Welfare Panel on May 13, 2002 to present our views on “support for vulnerable elders”.  Two papers on elderly suicide and elder abuse were submitted and presented to the Panel.

(6) Comments on the Legal Aid Service Review

The Council conducted a focus group discussion and prepared a paper in response to the consultation on the framework for Legal Aid Service Review.  A presentation was made to the Legco Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services on 25 April 2002.
(7) Joint Project on Prevention of Elderly Suicide

The First Announcement of the Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Prevention of Elderly Suicide was published.  A total of around 5000 copies had been sent to related organizations and institutions.  The Patron of the Conference was confirmed to be the Hon. TUNG Chee Wah, CE, HKSAR.

A total of 27 Community Education Projects on prevention of elderly suicide were funded and those Projects would be launched from March to July, 2002 at 18 districts in Hong Kong.

The series of radio community education programme at RTHK was started on May 8, 2002 and would be lasted for 6 months.

(8) Employment Opportunities for People with Disabilities
The Council supported the Disability Coalition for Employment Quota System in advocating for more employment opportunities for people with disabilities.  The Coalition held a press conference on May 1 the Labour Day calling upon the public sector to employ more people with disabilities to a rate of a least 2 %.  The result of a survey conducted last year by the Social Policy Research Centre of Polytechnic University was also announced, indicating that the employment rates of people with disabilities in statutory bodies/franchised corporations and welfare agencies were 1.2% and 1.4% respectively.  Meanwhile, the Coalition made a petition to the Legislative Council on May 15 in support of a motion debate on this matter.  The motion proposed by the Hon. Law Chi Kwong, urging the Government to establish an indicator for employing people with disabilities, and the Government, public bodies and subvented agencies to take a lead in formulating policies on and procedures for employment of people with disabilities, was passed.

(9) Youth Unemployment

Following the meetings with EMB and VTC, the latter agreed to organize a Jewellery Exposure course in late June (12 hours) for young people who have not completed F.3.  This bridging course aims to open up more opportunities for this group of young people.  Basing on the response and outcome of the trial, VTC would further consider introducing similar bridging courses on different trades.

Besides, consultation meeting was organized for operators of Youth Pre-employment Training Programme (YPT) to discuss with Labour Department the future development of the programme and the collaboration of YPT with the new Youth Work Experience & Training Scheme (YWETS).

(10) Harmonization of Pre-primary Services

The consultation paper was released in late April.  Focus group meetings were held to collect the views of the operators.  While supporting the principle and spirit of harmonization, the Council was concerned with the impact of the new subsidy system on the low-income families.  The sector was also concerned with the future planning mechanism for pre-primary services.  A consultation forum is scheduled in June and a position paper will be submitted to the concerned Working Group.

(11) Implementation of the Agenda for Action for the UN Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons 1993-2002

Upon the request of Health and Welfare Bureau, comments were forwarded by JCPMD/HKCSS in late March on a draft Hong Kong Government report for the captioned subject.  It was noted that our views have been incorporated in the Bureau’s final report which would be submitted to UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific for consideration at a Bangkok meeting in June.

(12) Home-based Training and Support (HBTS) Programme 
The HBTS programme is an enhancement of the existing home-based training service for persons with mental handicap to be introduced in the coming months.  Further to the meeting with operators of day activity centre, a counter-proposal on the output standards of the HBTS programme was formulated and conveyed to SWD in early April for its consideration.  Reply was still awaited.
(13) Speech Therapy Service
After several months of deliberation with the sector, SWD has finalized its proposals on the provision of speech therapy service for early education and training centres and integrated child care centres, both at a ratio of 1 speech therapist to 75 places.  The former would be a centre-based provision while the latter would be provided in the format of district-based teams.
(14) Formation of Youth Outreaching Teams (YOTs) & Interface with Inteprated Team of CY Service

Focus groups were held to discuss the positioning of YOT.  It was agreed that YOTs, by means of street work and detached work approaches, would cater for high-risk youth who are not meaningfully or productively attached to conventional systems or services. It was expected that YOTs would eventually develop into an expert team in the district on working with street youth.  To facilitate better understanding of the service mode and its positioning by the sector, discussion forum would be held in June.

(15) Amendments to the Constitution of Joint Council for the Physically and Mentally Disabled (JCPMD)

In response to the organization review of HKCSS, the JCPMD had conducted a wide consultation among members over the past few months for the necessary amendments of its Constitution.  An Extraordinary General Meeting of JCPMD would be held on July 9 for endorsement of the proposed constitutional amendments.

(16) Client Information Systems (CISs) of CY Service

Noting the recent restructuring and development of CY services, the functions of concerned CISs were reviewed by the Specialized Committee on Children & youth Service.  Agencies would continue to use the respective computerized system to manage their client information.  As most of the CY Centre would be transformed into integrated teams, CY centres would no longer be required to submit data to the Council for compilation.  The Council would further discuss with concerned NGOs regarding the future direction of CIS.  In the meantime, as a computerized CIS system for IT had been developed, the Council would promote its usage among member agencies.  The Council would explore with agencies the possibility of developing CIS for ITs.
(17) Implementation of Integrated Family Service Centre (IFSC)

A network of NGOs operating IFSC was set up to facilitate communication between the Working Group on Implementation of the Review of Family Service and service operators.  The network had met once and had identified areas of concern to be discussed with the SWD.  These concerns included the coordination among IFSC and other service settings, the FSA of the original service setting etc.

(18) Formation of Task Force on Substance Abuse

To follow up issue relating to substance abuse, a Task Force on this subject was formed. The areas of concern include the implementation of the licensing ordinance for drug treatment center, the youth substance abuse problem, the regional and international liaison etc.  Member agencies were concerned with the findings of the 2000 survey of Drug Use among Students and the subject would be further considered by the Task Force.

(revised on 27 May 2002)







