The Hong Kong Council of Social Service 

Standing Committee on Service Development & Liaison

Progress Report (mid July to August 2003)
1. 2003 Best Practice Awards in Social Welfare
The Awards received favourable support from 26 agencies, submitting 83 high quality projects.  The final adjudication of the Awards had been completed successfully on July 26, selecting 4 winning awards and 6 outstanding awards.  The results were appended as annex.  The award presentation ceremony would be held with the Council’s AGM in the afternoon of November 3, 2003 and in the morning session, a professional exchange workshop would also be organized.  The 10 winning projects would be consolidated into a resource book for the sector’s reference.
2. Development of Integrated Family Service Centre and Implications of Possible Pooling of Resources from Community Development Services
Meeting with the SWD was arranged to discuss the formation of IFSC and it was agreed that an overall plan should be worked out at the central level.  The NGOs viewed that a bottom-up approach should be adopted for resource pooling and should non family services resources be pooled, it should not result in any service gap or have significant impact on another service policy area.  NGOs also viewed that partial pooling of resources should also be considered.
In the course of discussing the pooling of resources to form IFSC, NGOs were concerned with the Government’s views on the roles and functions of community development services.  Meetings with HAB and SWD were held to discuss the issue.
3. Fee Assistance Scheme

To have a better understanding about the elders and their family members’ views towards the Fee Assistance Scheme for residential service for the elderly recently proposed by the Government, the Council had organized three focus groups to collect their views.  Initially, they had no objection to the principles, but were rather concerned about the details of the scheme, e.g. means-testing criteria, level of subsidy, relevant changes required in the CSSA system, etc..  The Council would consolidate the views and prepare a submission to the Government.
4. Outcome Measurement Tools for DECC, NEC and DE

Over 80% of DECCs, NECs and DEs would adopt the tools designed by Council to measure the outcomes of their service performances.  A series of training sessions would be organized in September to help them get acquainted with the questionnaires and the data input programme.  The data analysis would be available for the sector’s reference in April, 2004.  
5. Prevention of Elderly Suicide

· The Resource Book on the Community Education Projects had been published and one thousand copies had been sent to relevant organizations and units.  This resource book had documented various community education approaches on elderly suicide prevention.   
· Two roving exhibitions on elderly suicide prevention had been organized in Shatin and Tai Po districts during July and August, 2003.  The exhibitions were mainly targeted at the elderly and families who are living in the public estates.  Several thousands of public had been reached through the exhibitions.
6. Youth Employment Project

The Government engaged the Council to conduct 2 Youth Employment Projects, namely Positive Life Project and Tourism Development Assistant Project.  A total of 4,000 young people would be employed for 6-month period by mid September.  Vetting panel meeting was held in early August and 27 NGOs were selected to operate the Projects.  The Council had organized 12 hours of centralized training for the 4,000 young people engaged in the Project. 

7. Training on Tackling Domestic Violence
To learn from overseas experience in tackling domestic violence, a trainer, Mr. Michael Paymar, from the Domestic Abuse Intervention Project located in Duluth, Minnesota, USA was invited to Hong Kong to conduct 2 training workshops on August 28 and 29, 2003.  

There were around 80 participants per training day and they came from the judicial, law enforcement, medical and social welfare sectors.  The training focused on building a coordinated community response to domestic violence and holding offenders responsible for domestic violence.  It was recognized that holding offender responsible should be part and parcel of the intervention of domestic violence.  There should be community sanction and corresponding changes in different systems.  The Council would consolidate the experience and would propose areas for further follow-up. 

8. The 6th Hong Kong Abilympics

The 6th Hong Kong Abilympics was held on September 13 with more than 400 persons with disabilities participating in the 30 plus contests of various vocational skills and living & leisure skills.  Some of these contest winners would be selected to represent Hong Kong to join the International Abilympics competitions in India, November 2003.

9. Beijing Visit

A group of 17 representing the Hong Kong rehabilitation sector was invited to visit Beijing to attend the 4th National Assembly of China Disabled Persons Federation on September 7-9.  Among the delegates included the DSW and the RAC Chairperson.  At this assembly, the directions and strategies for further development of disability endeavors in China in next 5 years were deliberated.
10. Seminar on Stress Management for Staff in Services for Persons with Mental Illness

The seminar was held on August 27 with over 100 participants.  Three speakers were invited to share the stress encountered under the changing challenges due to the recent welfare reform and the coping measures and attitudes.
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