Progress Report (November 2002)

1. Integrated Neighborhood Project
According to the recommendation of the Consultancy Report on Review of Integrated Neighborhood Project (INP), the SWD had decided to terminate INP and to transform the resource to strengthen reaching out effort in old urban areas.  The SWD had discussed its proposal with the concerned agencies.  Agencies had concern in the course of termination and transformation, e.g. there should be a platform at district level to discuss the catchment areas of the newly form team.  The Council had collected the concerns and written-in to the SWD.

2. Family Violence
A training workshop on handling family violence for supervisor was conducted on November 6-7, 2002.  The workshop had received very positive feedback from the field.  47 supervisors from family service, youth service, drugs treatment service had attended the course.  The Council would continue to organize conference and sharing sessions on family violence to build up the competency of social worker in handling with these cases. 

3. Training Programmes for Unmotivated Non-engaged Youth 

Further to the discussion with Dr. Choi, chairperson of Commission on Youth, and concerned agencies, a paper on the role and programme idea of providing tailor-made services to unmotivated non-engaged youth by NGOs was devised and would be submitted to COY later this month.  Subject to funding availability, a pilot project on this programme idea was expected to be carried out in 2003.

4. Joint Project on Prevention of Elderly Suicide

A total of 13,036 users’ responses were collected from 26 Community Education Projects of the Cycle 1 Programme.  The data was undergoing analysis.
The coverage of the 1st Tier of the 3-Tier Coordinated Service Model had been extended to the homehelpers in order to enhance the function of gatekeeper.
5. International Day of Disabled Persons(IDDP) - Ocean Park Fun Day
This year, Ocean Park Corporation has supported the event by offering 4,000 free tickets for people with disabilities and their family members.  To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of IDDP, a kick-off ceremony would be held on November 30, 8:45 a.m. at the Whiskers Theatre, Ocean Park.  The ceremony would highlight the message of “A Society for All” with performances jointly conducted by artists with and without disabilities.  Please refer to the tentative programme appended.
6. Symposium on Partnership : Service Planning & Funding Arrangement
The captioned symposium was held on November 8 together with 2 parallel workshops, namely “Local Experience in Partnership in Community Care” and “NGO’s Response to the New Public Fund Allocation Mechanism – To Bid or Not to Bid : This Is the Question”.  Apart from local speakers, 2 Australian speakers were invited, one was the consultant of the Community Care Review and the other was from the government side.  Over 450 colleagues participated in this event.

