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Progress Report (June 2004)
1. Social Welfare Blueprint

A Forum on Social Welfare Blueprint was held on 3 June to mobilize the sector’s concern and participation in the formulation of the social welfare blueprint.  Over 200 people from both the Government and the NGOs had registered for the forum and there were enthusiastic deliberation during the group discussion.  Dr. EK Yeoh joined the Forum and confirmed that the Government will start working on the welfare blueprint and would involve the NGO sector in the process.

2. Domestic Violence

The Council had taken a series of actions to promote zero-tolerance to domestic violence.  A Paper on the Council’s views on tackling domestic violence was sent to the DSW and Council’s representatives had joined in the discussion of the joint meeting of the Committee on Battered Spouse and Sexual Violence and Committee on Child Abuse.  The Council also joined with Dr. C.K. Law and a number of concern groups and met with the Secretary for Justice, HWFB, SWD, the Police and various government departments to deliberate views and suggestions on related law amendments.  Council’s representatives had also scheduled a meeting with the SWD’s Review Panel on Family Services in Tin Shui Wai in late June 2004.

With sponsorships from the Tai Lam Tunnel operator and the Sunday Communications Ltd., the Council had produced and posted a banner on Route No. 3 at Tai Lam Tunnel during the month of June to promote anti-domestic violence message.

3. The 992 Short Message System Emergency Hotline

At the request of the hearing impaired community, the Police Force has agreed to develop the captioned SMS system to facilitate people with hearing impairment and speech impairment to use the emergency hotline service.  Council and a few disability groups were invited to support the project and help with the implementation of a central registration for the 992 SMS users.  It is expected that this new service will be commenced this summer.

4. The Outstanding Disabled Persons Award 2004

The 2004 Award, co-organized by Rotary Club of Admiralty and our Council, is the 10th of its kind with a view to recognize the outstanding ability of disabled persons in their personal endeavours and their commitment to the community.  This year, 6 awardees from Hong Kong and 2 from China were selected, including persons with physical handicap, hearing impairment, visual impairment and chronic illness.  The award presentation ceremony will be held on June 26.
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5. Concern on School Allocation Exercise for Non-Chinese Speaking Pupils
The Council has organized a focus group meeting in June to discuss issues on service support to Non-Chinese Speaking pupils allocated to Chinese language primary schools.  A cross-sector sharing session has been scheduled on 8 July 2004 for school-related professionals, NGO service providers and government officials, to share concerns and service support and practice experience to assist these students.

6. Phasing out of Self-care Hostels and Homes for the Aged

Upon the sector’s repeated request, SWD has convened a Task Group to deliberate on the captioned issue and had its first meeting on May 25, 2004. Council representatives were invited to join the Task Group to work out principles and implementation strategies of the whole exercise.  Several meetings with the agencies were held and the core concern was the unit cost for converting the Hostel and Homes for the Aged places into higher level of care, e.g. Care and attention Homes and Nursing Homes.  SWD had suggested to make reference to the competitive bidding Homes’ unit cost, but the sector had insisted on using mid-point calculation to honour the LSG principle.  SWD later agreed to discuss the unit cost on the mid-point basis, but the final cost level has yet to be confirmed.

7. Sharing on the Re-engineering of District Elderly Community Centres (DECC) and Neighbourhood Elderly Centres (NEC)

Two sharing sessions with the workers of DECC and NEC were organized to follow up the re-engineering of the services.  Many of them had shared difficulties in performing the new functions.  Both DECC and NEC expressed difficulties in rendering carer support service and intensive counseling to the level required by FSA while NEC found it especially difficult to support the frail elders in the community because of insufficient resources given to them. 
8. Serving Persons with Disabilities in Integrated Home Care Services (IHCS) Frail Cases)

After clarifying major concerns with SWD, IHCS (frail cases) teams agreed to provide services to the severely impaired Persons with Disability (PWD) starting from August 2004.  The Department agreed to arrange a series of training and briefing sessions for both the front-line and professional staffs.  As the IHCS agencies were still rather worried about the workload and the service intensity required by the PWDs, Council would collect data from the teams to keep track of the situation.

