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Progress Report (mid- November to mid-December 2003)

1. International Day of Disabled Persons (IDDP)
The central highlight activities of IDDP’ 2003 were successfully launched in early December.  More than 1,000 persons with and without disabilities from the 18 districts participated in the Opening Ceremony and the Arts Parade at Golden Bauhinia Square on December 7 to promote the theme “A Healthy Life and Creative Society for All”.  This year, about 90,000 free ride cards were distributed to the disabled community for a day of free travel offered by 13 public transport facilities, and 4,000 persons with disabilities and their family members were also invited to enjoy a fun day at the Ocean Park.  
2. The 6th International Abilympics

A total of 45 delegates including 23 disabled contestants represented Hong Kong to attend the 6th International Abilympics in New Delhi, India on November 22-30.  The event drew a participation of 1,500 delegates from 34 countries all over the world.  The competition was very keen this time, and Hong Kong awarded 1 gold medal in photography, 1 silver in desktop publishing and 1 bronze in jewellery making. 

3. Youth Employment Project

As at November 15, about 2,750 young people were employed as Tourist Development Assistants and 970 as Positive Life Programme Assistants.  As reported by NGOs, the economic condition had improved much throughout the past months and it was expected that more young people would resign from the Projects especially the former after getting a better job in the open market. 

Even though a number of complaints were received regarding the working attitude of the TDAs during stationing hours, appreciations from some others were remarkable.  The Immigration Department organized a presentation ceremony on 22 November to recognize the marvelous performance of TDAs working in the boarders.  Based on this good experience, Immigration Department had further requested the TDAs to extend their service till end of March 2004. 

4. Survey on Paramedical Services for Integrated Programme in Child Care Centres

A survey on paramedical services offered to Integrated Programme in child care centres had been completed in November and got 136 responses (73.5%) from the member agencies operating 185 concerned centres.  For the first-year service of District-based Speech Therapy Teams, about 95% of respondents expressed satisfaction to both of the service quality and quantity provided.  But for the Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy and Clinical Psychologist service arranged by SWD centrally, around half of respondents thought the existing service inadequate and had made certain suggestions for improvement.  The captioned survey report would be sent to the Rehabilitation and Medical Social Services Branch of SWD for reference.  

5. Surveys on Occasional Child Care Service (OCCS) and Extended Hours Child Care Service (EHS)
In response to the upcoming review of OCCS and EHS, surveys on the utilization rate of both services were being undertaken and the sector was generally supportive.  Recent 2-year statistics of utilization rate, value-added service and extra service hours by unit and district would help the Council to generate proposals for sector’s deliberation and later discussion with SWD.
6. Substance Abuse: Harm Reduction Seminar

On November 7, 2003, about 50 professional practitioners, students and peer counselors of drug rehabilitation service participated in sharing local and overseas harm reduction practices on prevention and treatment of substance abuse.  The service operators agreed that there was room for further implementation of harm reduction strategies in HK.

7. The second KABP Study on AIDS among Social Welfare Personnel in HK 2003

With the AIDS Trust Fund’s support, the second KABP (Knowledge, Attitude, Behavior & Practice) Study on AIDS among Social Welfare Personnel in HK 2003 was completed.  Among 1,477 valid questionnaires returned, it was found that respondents’ level of knowledge about AIDS was lowered with no significant change of attitude towards HIV carriers / AIDS patients, when comparing to the results in 2001.  However, the perceived training need of social welfare personnel, who did not receive AIDS related training, dropped significantly.  It was recommended that training should be strengthened with management levels’ support.

8. Publications on AIDS and Substance Abuse

The AIDS Project, sponsored by the AIDS Trust Fund had come to an end.  A Report on the second KABP Study on AIDS among Social Welfare Personnel in HK 2003 and An AIDS Education Toolkit for Drug Treatment and Rehabilitation Service were produced for distribution among policy makers, service providers and teachers. 

Besides, The Harm Reduction Manual, in both Chinese and English version, and The Glossary Book of Substance Abuse were ready for publication.
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