Progress Report (September & October 2002)

1. 2003 Best Practice Awards in Social Welfare

A proposal on the captioned subject was formulated and the project would be launched in December 2002, with the aim of awarding and sharing best practice, demonstrating the contribution of the welfare sector, as well as documenting and consolidating knowledge.  Please refer to Appendix 1 for the details of the Awards. 

2. Outstanding Disabled Persons Award 2002

The Award, being a joint effort of the Rotary Club of Admiralty and the Council, had received about 40 nominations this year.  Five Hong Kong awardees and two China awardees were selected and the presentation ceremony was held in late September. 

3. Senior Citizens’ Day & Discussion on The Plan of Action on Ageing
An Elderly Forum would be held on the Senior Citizens’ Day on November 15, 2002 with the aim of promoting elderly participation in society. For details of the event, please refer to Appendix 2. 

To facilitate the elderly’s discussion of the Plan of Action arising from the World Assembly on Ageing, the Council has produced a simplified Chinese version of the Plan.  A voting by the older persons on the priority issues of concern is being conducted and the result would be announced in the Elderly Forum.

4. Response to the Consultation on the Possible Regulatory Options for Internet Computer Services Centre

The Council submitted to the Legco Panel on Home Affairs our views on regulating the operation of Cyber café.  The safety of the venue, addiction to internet games and access to inappropriate information by young people are our major concerns.  It is suggested that the Government should introduce licensing system to monitor the operation of these centers.

5. Collaboration with the Hospital Authority

To facilitate NGOs and user groups to express opinions on Hospital Authority business plan, a consultation meeting was held in early September.  The views were summed up and forwarded to all concerned parties.  60 representatives from 26 agencies/ user groups participated in the meeting.  

Another briefing session on the HA Elderly Suicide Prevention Programme was jointly organized with the Hospital Authority in late September to introduce the service to the NGOs and discuss issues of concern.  148 colleagues from the elderly service attended the event.

6. Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Joint Council

The 34th AGM of the Joint Council for the Physically and Mentally Disabled would be held on October 30, in which a new management committee for the next year term would be elected.

