THE HONG KONG COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE

Core Business 2: Service Development and Liaison

Progress Report (August 2002)

(1)
Meeting with SWD on Development of Integrated Child Care Service
The Council met with Assistant Director (Rehabilitation) on September 5, 2002 on the captioned issue.  The sector had reservation on SWD’s plan to transfer all planning and coordination roles to ED after harmonization of pre-primary services.  The Department highlighted that the matter would be seriously considered before making final decision.  Besides, the operation of the district-based speech therapist service and the new assessment arrangement for pre-primary students with disabilities were discussed. 

(2)
Review on Residential Services for Ex-mentally Ill Persons
A meeting was held by SWD in early August with concerned NGOs and the Council to discuss the issue of how to maximize the current resources in residential services for ex-mentally ill persons in order to better meet their needs.  It was agreed that a survey would be conducted to examine the profile of applicants in the waiting lists.  The review exercise is expected to complete by early 2003.
(3)
Joint Project on Prevention of Elderly Suicide

· A total of 26 Community Education Projects had been launched and completed.  Positive feedbacks were received from community and organizations.

· The Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Prevention of Elderly Suicide is now open for registration and abstracts submission.  Dr. E.K.Yeoh had kindly agreed to officiate the Opening Ceremony.

· The service of the Elderly Suicide Prevention Hotline had been extended to a 12-hour service. Training courses were conducted to volunteers and general practitioners.

· The official web pages of the Joint Project: www.jppes.net and the Regional Conference: www.jppes.net/rc2003 had been launched.

(4)
Re-engineering of Community Support Services for the Elderly
After Council’s submission and lengthy discussion with the sector and the SWD on the captioned subject, the Department had made an initial proposal for the sector’s consideration.  An agency heads meeting was held on August 1, 2002 to discuss the matter.  Agencies generally agreed on the principle for re-engineering, but the small agencies were worried about the $0.18 million minimum requirement of resources pooling.  Such worries were channeled to the Department.  
SWD had organized a briefing on August 28, 2002 and agencies were invited to submit proposals on service re-engineering. 

(5)
Home Help Upgrading
In the same briefing on Re-engineering of Community Support Services on August 28, 2002, the Department announced that the unit costs of Home Help upgrading were set at $3,382 for moderate to severe cases and $500 per month for ordinary cases. The idea was similar to the Council’s proposal, except slight difference in the unit cost of moderate case.

(6)
Forum on Social Service Needs of Deprived Groups in Old Urban Area
To examine the needs of deprived groups in old urban areas and to explore how social service agencies could better serve these groups, a forum will be organized on September 24, 2002.  Mr. Wong Hung, Lecturer of the Department of Social Work Department of the Chinese University of Hong Kong is invited to share his views on the needs of the deprived groups. Besides, academics, representative of the SWD, service operators will discuss and explore a better way to serve these groups.

(7)
Implication of Integrated Family Service Centre (IFSC) on Participating Service Units
The Council is studying with concerned NGOs the implication of the formation of IFSC on service provision and delivery.  A survey on the qualitative and quantitative change of the service after the formation of IFSC is being conducted.  A focus group with the IFSC and the involved community-based service units will be conducted in early October.  A sector-wide discussion on the implication of the formation of IFSC would be held at a later stage.

(8) Youth Summit
The Council assisted the Commission on Youth on the organization of the Youth Summit which was held on September 14, 2002.  The Council mobilized 300 young people to join the Summit and discuss on the development of human capital, social capital & cultural capital.  Regarding the development of human capital, the Council is at present consulting the sector on sustainable development opportunities for non-engaged youth.  A paper would be prepared and submitted to the Commission on Youth.
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