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Poverty puts the mental health of individuals,
families and community at stake.....
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Community Engagement as a tool for
Policy Advocacy In the Fight Against
Poverty



Hong Kong - an Affluent and Advanced Society




In the past decade, there was a community engagement
process to fight poverty. The presentation will focus on:

1. Magnitude of the Poverty problem

2. Community Engagement:

e awareness and consensus building

e participation
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The Poverty Situation

Disparity among districts y
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* Definition of low-income households = those with a monthly household income less than or equal to half of the median
income of corresponding household size

» Median Monthly Household Income of 2005 was: 1 person: $6,000; 2 persons: $12,000, 3 persons: $16,000; 4 persons:
$19,600

Reference: General Household Survey, Census an Statistics Department, HKSARG 8



The Poverty Situation

Disparity in different target groups — single parent family
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Reference: General Household Survey, Census an Statistics Department, HKSARG



Polarization of income
Disparity among districts

Disparity in different target groups, such as single
parent families; youth, women and elderly
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Combating Poverty — Community
Engagement
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* Releasing statistics / information by publications
and websites etc.

e Seminars / conferences

* Poverty visits
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Community Engagement —Awareness

and Consensus Building

1) Releasing of statistics to make known the poverty situation

Examples:




Community Engagement — Awareness

and Consensus Building

2) Seminars / Conferences

Examples:
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Community Engagement — Awareness

and Consensus Building
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Community Engagement — Awareness
and Consensus Building
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Community Engagement - Participation




Community Engagement - Participation

1) Perception of povert
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Community Engagement - Participation

1) Perception of poverty
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http://hkpoverty.oxfam.org.hk http://www.poverty.org.hk
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Community Engagement - Participation

2) Participation in poverty alleviation - support from professional
and business sectors
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Community Engagement - Participation

2) Participation in poverty alleviation - politicians and local
organizations
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« Participation and Self-Expression of People suffering Exclusion.
 Mainstream the fight against exclusion at national, regional and local
level.

 Promote Dialogue and Partnership among social partners, NGOs and
service providers; faster social responsibility of Business and active
engagement of all citizens.
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Polarization  Participation

ith all these efforts in the past decade, we observe

A good start and valuable experiences to strive for a
harmonious society...while
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