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Social Wekfara Advisory Commitiee Secratariat
Room 805, 8/F, West Wing

Central Government Cffices

11 lce Hodse Street

Centrai
Hong Kong

Dear Sir / Niadam,

Long-termy Soclal Welifars Planning in Hong Kong — consuitation paper

| refer to the captioned consultation paper and would like to put forth our views on it
as follows!

- it seemns that the consulistion paper has put too much emphasis on the

investment and preventive rotes of social welfare. In the White Paper “Sﬂt'acial
Weifaré into the 1880s and Beyond" (1991) , social welfare was defined as
“embra;ces laws, programmes, benefits and services which address social
needs jaccepted as essenfial to the well-being of a sodiety. It focuses on
person%l and social problems, both éxisting and potential.” The subsequent
Five Yéar Plan for Sociat Welfare Development in Hong Kong also recognized
that sdgcial welfare “plays an important developmental role by providing an
organized system of services and insttutions which are designed to aid
individgials and groups to achieve satisfying roles in life and personal
relationships which permit them {o develop their full capacities and to promote
their well-being in harmony with ihe needs and aspiralions of their families and
the con munity.” While stressing the mission of building a caring society in the
consultation paper, we believe that the govemnmenti should not reduce the
scopes and functions of social welfare in the future planning.
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very much concerned about the proposed user pays principle in guiding

our future welfare planning. It has been clearly spelt out in the established

welfarg

policy papers that “social welfare services should net be regarded as
9

some form of charity but should be made available to all those who need them.”

their a

The ci}riﬁbuﬁon of service users as active participants should not hinge on

ility to pay.

- If social welfare is construed as a social investment, our concern is how to

define the cutcome and oulput.  We believe that the cutcome should not be in

the form of income chasged for services. We believe that the outcome should
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3l good being achisved. For examples, in the case of employment, the
ment rate of visually impaired people. To quote another example, it
n the form of quaiity of live for the elderiy blind.

oting the integration of blind people in the community, we have
&ai'ed obstacles in social atfitudes and in market bariers. The
0s are areas that need to be addressed:

Hf employment opportunities;
g for the elderly;

- charige in the atfitudes of the public;

= publi

- Asgse

¢ policies.

f-help organization of visually impaired persons in Hong Kong, we are

in Tull support of the principle to promote users’ parficipation as an integral part

of our V{eifare planning mechanism. We do lock forward to the Government's

further fnvelvement of concemned users' groups in developing the long term

welfare

planning strategies in Hong Kong.

tinir 13-20, G/F, Tsui
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Should yols require any dlarification on our views, please feel free to contact Ms.

Stella Ho, bur Exkecutive Director at 2339 06586.

Yours éinc:are!y,
Chong Chan-yau
President

¢.c. Ms Christine Fang, Chief Executive, HKCSS
Hon Cheung Kwok Che, |egislative Councillor
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