THE HONG KONG COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE

International and Regional Networking
	Study Visit on Social Enterprises and Social Co-operatives in South Korea
(June 26 – 28, 2006;  South Korea)



BASIC INFORMATION OF THE EVENT

Date and Location

June 26 – 28, 2006;  South Korea

Rationale & Objective
The benefits of social enterprise to create job opportunities for the disadvantaged groups and to meet the community needs are recognized by the Government, as shown in recent discussions of Commission on Poverty. However, the development of social enterprises and social co-operatives is still in its prenatal stage; it is constrained by not few barriers such as poor knowledge base and the lack of a clear direction of social enterprise’s development.
On the other hand, The past decade marked a remarkable growth of social enterprises and social co-operatives in some Asian countries, Taiwan and South Korea are both successful cases.
While in South Korea, “Social Enterprise for Self-sufficiency” programme is launched under the “welfare to work” principle being promoted since 2000. Similar to Hong Kong, the South Korean government attempts to encourage welfare recipients with work ability to transit from welfare net to labour market, by encouraging them to participate in social enterprises or social job creation projects operated by NGOs. Through these study visits, participants can learn about different Asian SE models and examine their applicability to Hong Kong.
Service Units Intended to Visit

i)
Social enterprises 

ii) Related government departments
iii)
Training unit or research units
Visa

Delegates are advised to contact the consulate/commissioner of South Korea at the following as early as possible to check the procedures for applying visa:
Address
:
5-6/F, Far East Finance Centre, 16 Harcourt Road, Hong Kong
Tel
:
2529 4141






