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SIRCC: ScottishInstitute for

Residential Child Care

Introduction
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SIRCC:

̌establishedin April 2000

̌ partnership of the University of

Strathclyde, The Robert Gordon

University, Who Cares? Scotland and

LangsideCollege

f̌undedprimarily by theScottish

Government
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SIRCCôsAim:

̌ to ensure that residential child care

workersthroughoutScotlandhaveaccess

to theskills andknowledgetheyrequireto

meetthe needsof the childrenandyoung

peoplein their care

̌www.sircc.org.uk

Introduction
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SIRCC:

1̌0th Anniversaryin 2010

Ťheme of National Conference

2010: ñReflections& Visionsò

Introduction
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SIRCCôsNationalConference2010:

̌Held in Aviemorefrom June7-9

AgencyVisits from June10 -11

̌June10: (1) NorthLanarkshireCouncil

(2) GlasgowCity Council

(3) Meetingwith SIRCCStaff

Introduction
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̌June11: (1) Kibble EducationandCare

Centre

(2) TheFosteringNetwork

Introduction
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Delegatesfrom HongKong:

̌ShekMei Ki, Maggie

HongKongChildrenandYouthServices

F̌ungMei Chun,Pax

HongKongStudentAid Society

̌KwanKin Shing,Peter

HongKongStudentAid Society

Introduction
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Changing Trends in Residential 

Child Care Services in Scotland

Kwan Kin Shing,Peter

Hong Kong StudentAid Society
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̌ An Overviewof Scotland

̌ChangingTrendsin ResidentialCare

̌ Trendsin ChildrenôsHomes(Group

Homes)

̌ Trendsin Fostering

̌ Pointsto Ponder

Contents of Presentation



An Overview of Scotland

Population: 5,194,000

̌Populationdensitypersqkm: 65.9

̌PercapitaGDP: US$39,680

̌Life expectancy: 79.5

̌Literacyrate: 99%

̌WelfareState
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An Overview of Scotland

̌ (20% salary tax + 12% NHS) or (40%

salarytax+ 12% NHS)

1̌98,000 people working in welfare

services

̌7.8% of thetotalworkforce

̌64% in private& voluntarysectors
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An Overview of Scotland

̌84% women

̌Averageageof workeris 42

̌282,972 children aged0-4, 269,480 aged

5-9, 297,754 children aged 10-14 and

327,435youngpeopleaged15-19
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An Overview of Scotland

·No unified standardin staffing or pay

becausethere are 32 local authoritiesin

Scotlandwho cando differently. Thereare

also many voluntary agencies or

independentproviders(privatesector)

18



Trends of Residential Care

̌Residential care can be the first & best 

choice, not only a last resort

̌Wide report on scandals in RC in             

Scotland in 1970ôs  

̌Family-type residential child care 

service preferred 
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Trends of Residential Care

̌Fostercarepredominantservicein

1980ôs1990ôs

̌Many breakdownsin fostering(e.g. a

boyaged9, over30breakdowns)

̌Chief inspectorof localauthority

foundRCbeneficialto children
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Trends of Residential Care

Šcottishôsgovernmentsharestheview

andsupportsRC; sois England

Ťo achievehighqualityservice,

governmentwilling to supportstaff

training,registration& professional

development,henceSIRCCfounded
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Trends of Residential Care

̌ Althoughmore& morechildren&

youngpeopleplacedin RC,a large

numberarein fostering.

̌ Manychildrenunder12 in foster

care,above12 in bothRC&

fostering
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Trends in Childrenôs Homes

̌Boys& girls usuallystaytogetherin a

childrenôshome

̌Eachchild hashis/herown bedroom,

usuallywith abathroomensuite

̌ capacity 6 - 8 children, usually 6;

childrenôshomesin Scotlandare like

smallgrouphomesin HongKong
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Trends in Childrenôs Homes

̌Mannedby 3 shiftsof staff everyday,

usually an aggregateof 20 staff or

overin ahome
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Trends in Fostering

̌ Ask for a pay to foster carers

̌ Aspire for higher status for foster

carers (housewives vs. professional

workers)

̌Moreguides,protocols& legislations
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Trends in Fostering

̌ For example, in 2009, the law

stipulates that same-sex couples can

becomefosterparents

̌Fosterparentscanbe marriedcouples,

cohabitated,singlefemalesor males



32

Points to Ponder

̌Long debateof family-typeresidentialchild

care services vs. non-family-type in the

West; grouphomesnot family-type

̌We shouldhavebalancedemphasis,support

& development on both types as they

supplementoneanother. RC not lastresort
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Points to Ponder

̌We have a high demandfor small group

homesin HongKong

̌No matterhow functionalresidentialcareis,

specialist services required for a large

number of complicated cases for the

ultimatebenefitsof childrenin care
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Points to Ponder

̌Staff training (formal & on-the-job) & 

research for continuous quality 

improvement needed ---- Where is our 

SIRCC?



·The End
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·Thank you!
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Introduction of Residential

Child Care Services in Scotland

Shek Mei Ki, Maggie

Hong Kong Children & Youth Services
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