THE HONG KONG COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE

International and Regional Networking
	Study Visit on Asset Building Poverty Alleviation Project in Taipei
(October 22 - 24, 2007;  Taipei, Taiwan)




BASIC INFORMATION OF THE EVENT

Date and Location

October 22 - 24, 2007;  Taipei, Taiwan

Objective & Rationale
The asset building model has been adopted and promoted in many overseas countries as a strategy to combat poverty. In Taiwan, the current Individual Development Account (IDA) (2003-2006) (出人頭地發展帳戶)is a pilot saving project to encourage young people aged 16-23 from low-income families to save. A prior asset-building programme for Taipei poor families (台北市家庭發展帳戶) also received positive feedback. 

Although asset-building is a new concept in HK, it is gaining increasing political importance and concern in the social welfare sector. The Commission on Poverty is considering to invest resources to implement pilot programmes that encourage personal development and asset-building among children and their families from a disadvantaged background (CoP paper 20/2006).

Asset building can be a possible way to alleviate poverty, it is valuable for the social welfare sector to send delegates to the proposed study visit to learn this international trend, the theory and the operational skills of asset-building model.  It is also believed that the Asian experiences from Taiwan will be of valuable reference use to local practitioners.

Type of Services Intended to Visit
i)
Related government departments at the provincial and city level , there are programmes operated at both levels (台北市政府及台北縣政府) 
ii)
Related non-profit organizations and social welfare foundations (例如：民間組織為財團法人台灣兒童暨家庭扶助基金會（CCF）和陽光基金會)
iii)
Scholars of tertiary institutes with expertise on asset-building model
Please see “Tentative List of Visitations”.

Visa

Delegates are advised to contact the consulate/commissioner of Taiwan at the following as early as possible to check the procedures for applying visa:
Address
:
Chung Hwa Travel Service
4/F Tower One Lippo Centre, 89 Queensway, Hong Kong
Tel
:
(852) 2525 8316






